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STAYING INVESTED:  

ON INDIA'S RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN 
India must retain its traditional and historic interest in Afghanistan and its people 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to ask the MEA to brief all parliamentary parties on 

the Government’s actions in Afghanistan comes as questions grow about the Government’s planning for 

contingencies there, with the Taliban’s takeover. Since August 15, when the Taliban militia entered 

Kabul, the Government, including the MEA and the Defence Ministry, has been understandably occupied 

with the challenging evacuation of Indian nationals. In addition, the Government’s decision to evacuate 

the entire embassy staff and security personnel first has made it more difficult to facilitate those 

Indians, as well as long-term visa holding Afghan Sikhs and Hindus needing to return. With most of the 

Indians based in Afghanistan returning home, or expected to soon, the Government must face the larger 

strategic questions over whether the Indian Embassy was evacuated too early. India had undertaken 

evacuations during the 1990s too, but then the presence of Indian nationals was not as large and Indian 

stakes in Afghanistan were not so deeply rooted. In the past 20 years, India has built considerable 

interests, including major infrastructure projects and ongoing development projects, helped script the 

Afghan Constitution and conduct of elections, as well as enabled the training and education of the next 

generation of officials, soldiers and professionals. It seems unfortunate, therefore, that this bank of 

goodwill came to naught as the Government decided it was safer to pull up stakes, emulating neither 

the U.S. and European countries who relocated their diplomatic outposts to the Kabul airport, nor 

Russia, China and Iran, which decided not to vacate their embassies there. 

 Going forward, the Government must explain how it expects to approach the new regime in 

Afghanistan once it is formed. It is still unclear whether this will be merely a repeat of the brutal regime 

seen from 1996-2001, or whether negotiations are under way for a more inclusive coalition, including 

several former leaders of Afghanistan, will fructify into a transitional government. The rise of Taliban 

power and that of the group’s Pakistani backers is a particular security concern as groups such as the LeT 

and the JeM could use Afghanistan as a staging base for terror attacks in India. Finally, the Government 

must explain how it will approach the Afghan people, especially those whose lives could be in danger, 

including Embassy staff and associates, those working on Indian projects, minorities, including those 

Islamic sects such as the Hazaras who have been targeted, as well as women. A more open, liberalised 

visa policy, and more swift processing of the newly launched special “e-Emergency X-Misc” visas would 

reassure both Afghans and the international community that India’s exit from Afghanistan is not 

permanent, and it will retain its traditional and historic interests in the country and its people, despite 

adverse events there. 

 

 interest (noun) – (common) concern, stake, 

involvement. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) (noun) 

– The Ministry of External Affairs (abbreviated 

as MEA) of India, also known as the Foreign 

Ministry, is the government agency 

responsible for the conduct of foreign relations 

of India. 

 brief (verb) – inform of, tell about, update on, 

apprise of, give information about. 

 contingency plan (noun) – a proactive strategy 

that describes the course of actions or steps 

the management of an organization (or the 

leadership of a government) needs to take in 

response to a potential negative event or 

situation (such as an economic recession, 

pandemic, natural disaster, terrorist attack & 

etc.,) that might happen in the future. 

 contingency (noun) – a possible event or 

circumstance, happening, occurrence of a 

possible incident but not guaranteed/certain 

to happen/occur. 
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 takeover (noun) – seizure, occupation, 

capture; gaining of control, change of 

ownership. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

insurgent, rebel (that involves in rebel/terrorist 

activities against the main/regular forces). 

 occupy (verb) – busy, active. 

 challenging (adjective) – demanding, taxing, 

difficult.  

 evacuation (noun) – the act of moving people 

from a dangerous place; removal, shifting.  

 in addition (phrase) – as well as, additionally, 

moreover. 

 evacuate (verb) – ask people to leave, empty, 

move out of, get out of, exit from (from a 

dangerous place). 

 embassy (noun) – the diplomatic office 

building in a foreign country where the 

ambassador & team live and work; consulate, 

mission. 

 personnel (noun) – force, staff, workforce. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible, 

enable, assist, help/aid. 

 strategic (adjective) – key, crucial, critical, 

important; relating to achieving long-term or 

overall goals. 

 undertake (verb) – begin, start; engage in, 

become involved in. 

 stake (noun) – interest, involvement, concern. 

 deeply rooted (phrase) – firmly/strongly 

established. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, sizable, 

significant, much, a lot of. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 ongoing (adjective) – current, existing, 

continuing. 

 script (verb) – write. 

 enable (verb) – empower, facilitate. 

 bank (noun) – array, line, series. 

 goodwill (noun) – compassion; cooperation, 

collaboration, friendliness, mutual support. 

 come to naught (phrase) – fail, be defeated, be 

unsuccessful, be in vain. 

 pull up (phrasal verb) – stop, halt, pause. 

 emulate (verb) – imitate, follow, mirror; take 

as a model, take as an example. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 

consular, foreign-policy. 

 outpost (noun) – a small military camp/post. 

 going forward (phrase) – in the future. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 

 brutal (adjective) – cruel, savage, barbaric, 

vicious, wicked. 

 negotiation (noun) – discussions, talks, 

deliberation; discussing the terms of, 

arrangement. 

 under way (phrase) – in progress, happening, 

occurring, taking place. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

comprehensive. 

 coalition (noun) – allaince, partnership. 

 fructify (verb) – make fruitful/productive. 

 transitional (adjective) – interim, temporary, 

provisional, conditional. 

 backer (noun) – supporter, upholder, 

champion, defender. 

 staging base (noun) – an area in which people 

are assembled to organize/arrange an 

operation/activity. 

 associate (noun) – partner, colleague, co-

worker, fellow worker, workmate. 

 sect (noun) – religious group, faith community. 

 Hazara (noun) – As an ethnic group, Hazaras 

have always lived on the edge of economic 

survival in Afghanistan. The recent persecution 

of Hazaras was not instigated by the Taliban 

but had existed for centuries.  One of the main 

factors in Hazaras’ continued persecution is 

their Shi’a religious faith, their distinctive 

ethnic origins, as well as their having separate 

economic and political roots. 

 liberalised (adjective) – relating to something 

(regulations/norms) less strict/more freedom. 

 “e-Emergency X-Misc” visa (noun) – In view of 

the unfolding situation in Afghanistan, this new 

category of electronic visa is introduced with 

an aim to fast-track visa applications for entry 

into India. 
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 adverse (adjective) – dangerous, harmful, 

detrimental, unhealthy; unfavourable, 

disadvantageous, bad. 

************************************************************************************ 

BONDING RITES:  

ON OPPOSITION UNITY 
Opposition unity can come only with a more accommodative Congress leadership 

 A meeting of 19 Opposition parties on August 20 confirmed the sense of urgency that they feel 

to come together and build a united front against the BJP. It was also a demonstration of the challenges 

that they face in that task, in terms of programme and architecture. The meeting convened by Congress 

President Sonia Gandhi was attended by leaders of 18 other parties, including four Chief Ministers. 

These parties have strategic or ideological reasons to be part of a formation against BJP hegemony, and 

see no harm in aligning with the Congress in the process. All the 19 parties see the BJP as a threat to 

their own politics; some of them view it as endangering the constitutional values of the country too. 

There are other non-BJP parties that do not see it that way. The BJD, TRS and YSRCP, ruling parties in 

Odisha, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, respectively, see no gain in opposing the BJP or aligning with 

the Congress. They might also see antagonism with the BJP and affinity with the Congress as detrimental 

to their politics. Comparable is the situation of the BSP and SP, two influential parties in Uttar Pradesh 

that elects the largest number of Lok Sabha MPs. Ms. Gandhi has exhorted all parties to rise above 

compulsions to build a joint front against the BJP, the aim of which is to defeat the BJP in the 2024 

general election. 

 The fact is that the Congress is itself a prisoner of its own compulsions and rigidities such as its 

institutional antipathy towards the YSRCP and TRS, and the personal fancies of its leader Rahul Gandhi 

who wields all authority and holds no accountability. Additionally, the Congress of today is vastly 

diminished compared to its position in the run-up to the 2004 general election when it could bring a 

host of parties under a coalition. Regional leaders then deferred to Ms. Gandhi, and her command over 

the Congress was absolute. The disarray in the Congress leadership is a drag on the attempts at 

Opposition unity. There is also a vast divergence among these parties on identifying the most critical 

issues in designing the optimal campaign against the BJP. The Congress and Left want to front-load in 

any Opposition campaign, the use of a spyware by an unknown government entity to snoop on a wide 

range of individuals. Parties that are more rural think price rise and agriculture distress and 

unemployment would have more salience among voters. This divergence need not necessarily be 

disabling for the Opposition. In fact, various parties could appeal to different constituencies and 

amalgamate their strengths, as it happened in the UPA experiments between 2004 to 2014. That 

requires significantly more leadership and management skills than available today in the Opposition 

gallery. 

 

 rite (noun) – ceremony, celebration. 

 accommodative (adjective) – accommodating, 

friendly, cooperative, agreeable, amenable. 

 urgency (noun) – importance, top priority, 

gravity, necessity, exigency, seriousness. 

 front (noun) – political group. 

 demonstration (noun) – proof, evidence, 

indication. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 architecture (noun) – structure, formation, 

composition, organization. 

 convene (verb) – call/get together, assemble, 

gather. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 

long-term or overall goals. 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 hegemony (noun) – leadership, dominance, 

authority. 
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 align (verb) – unite, combine, join, team up, 

band together, cooperate. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk. 

 antagonism (noun) – enmity, hostility, 

antipathy. 

 affinity (noun) – empathy, rapport, sympathy; 

relationship, bond, connection. 

 detrimental (adjective) – harmful, damaging, 

inimical, dangerous. 

 comparable (adjective) – similar, related, 

parallel; worthy of comparison. 

 exhort (verb) – urge, encourage, call on, 

enjoin, adjure. 

 rise above (phrase) – to not be affected by 

something (e.g. problem/difficulty); to tackle a 

problem or difficulty successfully. 

 compulsion (noun) – coercion, pressure, 

pressurization, oppression, intimidation. 

 prisoner (noun) – hostage, captive, detainee. 

 of one’s own (phrase) – belongs or relates to 

oneself only. 

 rigidity (noun) – unadaptability, inflexibility, 

strictness, stubbornness. 

 institutional (adjective) – organized, formal, 

systematic, methodical. 

 antipathy (noun) – hostility, aversion, 

opposition. 

 fancy (noun) – idea, notion, thought, opinion, 

belief. 

 wield (verb) – have, exercise, exert, be 

possessed of. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 

answerability. 

 vastly (adverb) – extremely, immensely, 

exceedingly, hugely/largely. 

 run-up to (noun) – a period of time just before 

an important event. 

 a host of (noun) – a lot, a large number, a 

great quantity. 

 coalition (noun) – alliance, partnership. 

 defer to (verb) – yield, submit, give way, give 

in, surrender, capitulate. 

 command (noun) – control, influence, 

authority. 

 absolute (adjective) – definite, unconditional, 

categorical, unquestionable, unequivocal, 

decisive. 

 disarray (noun) – disorganization, disorder, 

lack of order, chaos. 

 drag (noun) – handicap, burden, hindrance. 

 divergence (noun) – difference, dissimilarity, 

variance, departure. 

 design (verb) – create, plan, formulate, think 

up. 

 optimal (adjective) – most favourable, 

optimum, ideal, perfect. 

 campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, 

an act of soliciting (asking for/requesting) 

votes; an organized effort that seeks to 

influence the decision-making progress within 

a specific group. 

 front-load (verb) – allocate a major portion of 

(something) at the beginning. 

 spyware (noun) – a category of software which 

aims to steal personal or organizational 

information. 

 entity (noun) – organization, body, institution, 

establishment. 

 snoop (verb) – to look around secretly to find 

out (private) information about 

someone/something; pry, spy on, intrude on, 

poke one’s nose in; investigate, ferret around 

in. 

 distress (noun) – difficulty, trouble, hardship. 

 salience (noun) – prominence, importance, 

significance. 

 appeal (verb) – call on, ask for, request. 

 constituency (noun) – a body of 

supporters/voters. 

 amalgamate (verb) – combine, merge, 

unite/consolidate. 

 significantly (adverb) – notably, importantly, 

seriously, crucially. 

 gallery (noun) – audience, spectators, 

listeners, viewers, onlookers, patrons. 
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